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Session 7: Financing inclusive social protection

Khodr Fakih

Khodr Fakih received a Bachelor of Law from the Lebanese University, a Master of
Laws and a Doctorate of Juridical Science from Northwestern University School of
Law. Dr. Fakih is the Director of Legal Studies at the Lebanese American University.

His research including American/Lebanese Business/Corporate Law, International/
Domestic Arbitration, Baking Law and Business Ethics. He has a number of publications
in several. Dr. Fakih is a practicing lawyer for over 25 years with deep experience

in litigation, international arbitration and legal advising. Dr. Fakih has served as an
arbitrator in numerous domestic and international cases, and he is registered as an
arbitrator in Dubai and Oman International Arbitration Centers.

Laila Bint Ahmad Al Najjar

Laila Bint Ahmad Al Najjar is the Minister of Social Development of Oman. Prior to that,
she was an Adviser to the Minister of Education for educational programmes and was
assigned as Director General of the General Directorate for Scouts and Guides. She

is the first Omani woman to serve as Director General of an educational governorate
Oman and the first Omani woman to participate in the leadership training course of the
National Defense College. She holds a doctorate in educational management from the
University of Tunis.




Wafaa Al Kilani

Wafaa Al-Kilani has been serving as the Minister of Social Affairs in Libya’s
Government of National Unity since March 2021. With a background in pharmacy and
extensive experience in medical services, training, and human development, Al-Kilani
has spearheaded major reforms in social protection and the rights of vulnerable
populations. Her leadership has resulted in the launch of Libya's National Social
Protection Strategy and the creation of the Unified Social Registry. She has expanded
disability rights policies, improved family welfare benefits, and introduced the country's
first official sign language dictionary. Al-Kilani chairs several national and regional
bodies, including the National Committee for Social Protection Strategy Development,
the National Migration Committee, and serves as President of the Arab Family
Organization in 2024.

Ragda Sehade

Ragda Sehade is an academic researcher holing a PhD in Islamic Studies, with a
specialization in social thought, legal, and constitutional studies, with extensive
experience spanning over 25 years in academic research and education. She has made
significant and impactful contributions to international and local conferences and
workshops focused on intellectual, social, legal, and constitutional issues.

A civil society activist, she has held several administrative positions in civil society
organizations and institutions concerned with law, women's issues, and the
constitution. She has also worked in various academic and administrative positions,
supervised several doctoral and master's theses in the social sciences, and published
around 12 books and a large number of peer-reviewed research papers. She is
currently the Assistant to the Minister of Social Affairs and Labor in the Syrian Arab
Republic.




